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No. 095 

The Embassy of the United States of America presents its compliments to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Maldives and has the honor to refer to 
- recent discussions between representatives of our two governments regarding issues 
related to military and DOD civilian personnel of the United Slates who may be 
temporarily prevent in Republic of Maldives in connection with tsunami disaster relief or 
other mutually agreed activities. 

As a result of these discussions, the Embassy proposes that such personnel be 
accorded the status equivalent to that accorded to administrative and technical staff of the 
United States Embassy under the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 
April 18, 1961, and that they may enter and exit Republic of Maldives with United States 
identification and with collective movement or individual travel orders. 

The Embassy further proposes that U.S. military personnel be authorized to wear 
uniforms while performing official duties and to carry amis while on duty if authorized to 
do so by their orders; and that the Government of Republic of Maldives accord duty-free 
importation and exportation as well as exemption from internal taxation on products, 
property, material, and equipment imported into or acquired in Republic of Maldives by 
or for the United States government in connection with its official activities. Vehicles, 
vessels, and aircraft owned or operated by or exclusively for the United States armed 
forces shall not be subject to the payment of landing or port fees, pilotage charges, 
navigation, overflight or parking charges, light and harbor dues, or overland transit fees, 
while in Republic of Maldives: however, the United States armed forces shall pay 
reasonable charges for services requested and received, 
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Finally, the Embassy proposes that both governments waive any and all claim* 
(other than contractual claims) against each other for damage, loss or destruction of the 
other's property or injury or death to personnel of the two governments arising but of the 
performance of their official duties. Claims by a third party arising out of either acts or 
omissions by any United States personnel may, at the discretion of the United States, be 
dealt with and settled by the United States in accordance with U.S. law. - 

If the foregoing is acceptable to the Government of Republic of Maldives, the 
Embassy proposes that this note, together with the Ministry's reply, shall constitute as 
agr e e m ent between the two governments which shall enter into force on the date of the 
Ministry's reply. 

The 'Embassy takes this opportunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Republic of Maldives the assurances of its highest consideration. 

Embassy of the United States of America, 
December 31, 2004. 
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. - Tim Mu&tqr of Foreign Affairs of tho Republic of Maldives |(uutt itl 
compliments to th« Embassy Of tho United States of America to the Rapublio of 
Maldives and, with leftrenee u the letter's Note no. 095, dated 31 December 2004, 
rcgs/dlng Issue*, related to military and DOD dvfllao. personnel who may bo prtiect la 
the Meldivrs in connection with tsunami disaster relief or otto mutually agreed 
ecfcvitios, bat the honour to oanvay the aceeptiaoe of tho Government of tho Maldives 
to tho following proposals made in the aforesaid Note: 

*, - that military end Pepsnmcot of Defence civilian personnel of 

- the United States be accorded the status equivalent to that 

_ " aoeofded to administrative end technical staff of the United 

States Embassy under tho Vienna Convention on Diplomatic 
Relations of 19 April 1961, and they be allowed to enter and exit 
the Maldives with United States Identification, and with 
collective movement or individual travel orders; 

- that United States military personnel be authorised to wear 
uniforms while performing official duties and to easy anna 

while on duty If authorised to do as by their orders; 

- that the Government of Maldives accord duty-free Importation 
and raeportauon as well as exemption ftorn internal taxation on 
products, properly, material* and ' equipment imported into or 
eec^u^intheMsidlYMbyorfort^ 

In connection with fu ofHoi*! modvitioa; 



- that vcWclos, vaiieXi, *ad aircraft owned or operated by or 
exclusively for the United States tinned forces be exempt from 
the payment of landing or port fees, pilotage ehvgek, navigation, 
overflight or paridng charges,, light and harbour dues, or 
overland transit lees, wMIe In fee Maldives; and that the United 
8tttej_samed jbroea afcaH.pay. reasonable charges fbr services 
recited and received; 

• that both Governments waive any and «U claims (other than 
contractual claims) against each other for damage, Iocs or 
destruction of the other's property or injury or death to personnel 
of the two Governments arising out of the performance of (heir 
duties, except claims by a third party arising: out of either acta or 
emission* by any United State* panonnal, which me United 

.71 . ' States may at im discretion deal with and settle in accordance 

.-T - '■ with US law; and 

The Ministry also concurs to the proposal that the Embaasy*a Note so. 
095 and this Note constitute an agreement between the two Governments which ahali 
enter into force on 3 J December 2004. 

* 

NctwithrtoHng the above, me Ministry wonders whether there would 
be a need for United Sates military personnel to carry arms during relief operatione in a 
country sucb aa me Maldives . 

The MWsny of Fcrdgn Affairs of the Republic of Maldives avails 
Itself of (hie opportunity to renew to the Embeiey of the United ptates of America to 
tha Republic of Ms^veathoueure^^ t fVtr 

Male^ 31 December 2004 . 

Bmbassy of ibe United States of America 
COLOMBO 




